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PALM cxlviii, 18. 


Dye Lord is nigh unto all them, that * upon 
Him; yea all ſuch, as call upon Him faith- 
fully. He will fulfil the Defire of them, 
that fear Him. He a 0% will bear rheir 
0 mrs will belp them. $49 


ESIRABLE and important as the 
Privilege is of applying to our hea- 
venly Father for that Help, whereof we 
ſtand in Need, yet it is by many Perſons as 
much diſregarded, as if they accounted 
themſelves at all Times ſufficient for their 
_ own Happineſs. Even anwongſt thoſe, 
who are willing to comply with the out- 
ward Form of Prayer, there is Reaſon to 
believe that a great Part have never \duly 
conſidered in what Manner it ought to be 
performed, to make it acceptable to God. 
A 2 - Some 


„ 
Some Perſons perſuade themſelves that 
they are worthy Performers of this Duty, 
merely becauſe they are regular and conſtant 


in repeating a Set of Prayers and Praiſes: 
although they never think of honouring 
God by a conſiſtent Conduct in Life; —ne- 
ver ſtrive to correct their Faults; nor make 
any laudable Reſiſtance to thoſe Tempta- 
tions, which beſet them. And ſome loſe 


all, or moſt, of the good Effects of Prayer, 


by an inconſiderate Habit of praying to God 
without any ſuitable Preparation of Mind, 


—without due Reflection upon the import- 
ant Nature of thoſe things, for which they 
pray to Him, and frequently without any 
earneſt Deſire to obtain their Petition. 


1 Sincerity is the Life of Prayer. It is 


that, which makes it an Act of true Devo- 


tion and Homage to almighty God. And 


this Virtue we may be ſure we poſſeſs in a 


good Degree, if we are daily endeavouring 


to improve the Tempar and Diſpoſition of 
our Hearts, and to purify ourſelves from all 


Iniquity. | | To 


Les %»* 


16 


To Sincerity we muſt add Humility. 
We ought to acknowledge not only our 


Wants both temporal and ſpiritual, together 


with our abſolute Dependency on God's Fa- 
vour, but alſo our Unworthineſs to have thoſe 
Wants ſupplied. The Man, who is too 
proud to confeſs his Wants, will be too proud 
alſo to acknowledge the Hand, by which 
he is relieved. And the ſpiritually proud, 
(he, who is puffed up with a high Opinion 
of his own Sanctity,) will impute all the 


Help he receives, not to God's bountiful 


Kindneſs and tender Compaſſion, but to his 
own extraordinary Merit. Inſtead of apply- 
ing to the Throne of Grace with comfort- 
able Hope, ariſing from a Senſe of God's 
Goodneſs and Mercy towards the Sons of 
Men, he will come raſhly, as with the Claim 


of Juſtice: although in Truth no Man liv- 
ing is juſtified in the Sight of God. An 


Increaſe of Humility, and more perfect Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of God, are very proper 
and neceſſary to be made the frequent es | 


ao, of our Prayers. 
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To theſe Qualifications muſt be added a 
real Belief and Truſt in the Goodneſs of the 
Almighty: that is, a firm Perſuaſion that 
« we ſhall certainly obtain W we aſk for, 
if it be expedient for us.” 


| V pon the firſt nee of God, — 
upon conſidering His exalted Character, His 
Purity and Perfection, we might naturally 
be more inclined to fear and deſpair, than to 
form any Hope of His F avour. He is not 
only the mot high God over all the Earth, 
but His Maje/ly is above the Heavens, He 
is holy, juſt, and good; His Nature is pure, 
and perfect. Me, on the contrary, are ſtain- 
ed with the foul Corruption of inn. But, 
when we are made acquainted that He is 
a God of Mercy and Compaſſion;—that He 
ſo loved Mankind, as to ſend His Son into 
the World, 70 die for them; that He hath 
commanded us to pray to Him, and hath 
promiſed to grant our humble Petitions; the 
diſcouraging Fear immediately ſubſides; and 
a joyful Hope ariſes in its Place, —a Hope 


55 i 2 9) 

of being heard, relieved, and bleſſed. We 
then perceive that “not to pray to God“ is 
to diſobey His Will; and. „not to believe 
e that our Prayers ſhall be granted” is to 
deny His Truth and Gcodneſs. Still we 
muſt be careful that our Confidence do not 
ſo far exalt itſelf, as to overthrow our Hu- 
mility, and hurry us into Preſumption. No- 
thing is more acceptable to God than Hu- 
mility: as we are repeatedly told in various 
Parts of the holy Scriptures. In the Book 
of the Prophet Ilaiah it is written, Thus 
ſaith the high and hfty one, that inhabiteth 
Eternity, whoſe name is holy; duell in 
« the high and holy place, with him alto, 
that is of a contrite Spirit; to revive the 
« Spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
Heat of the cos trite ones. Neb 


The earneſt and fervent Prayer of arighte- 
ous Man (faith St. James) availeth much. 
Great Caution however is requiſite, that the 
Fervency of our, Devotion may be ſuch, as 
true Religion authoriſes. It ſhould be a 

ang 14 pure 


(0 
pure and ſteady Flame; not a headſtrong 


-enthuſiaſtic Fire. We muſt pray (as St. 
Paul faith) 0th the Spirit, and with the Un- 


-der/tanding alſo. Our Devotion, if it be 


ſuch as it ought to be, will manifeſt itſelf 
zin its good Effects. It will certainly pro- 


mote an Increaſe of Humility, joined with a 
rational Truſt and Dependence on God. 


It will make us truly contented with our 


Condition; and more and more fruitful in 
the Works 'of Righteouſneſs: the Effect of 
which (as the Prophet ** ts Eg and 


| nance for ever. 


_ Pleaſure, H nk, and Profit, are the 
three great Idols, before which the Men of 
the World fall down and worſhip... They love 
the World, and with to have as large a Share 
as poſſible of its enchanting Treaſures. 

They applaud their -own Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, whilſt the Day of their Proſperity 


endureth; and are diſpoſed to ſay, Who us 


** the Almighty, that vr ſbould ſerve Him? 
ee and, what * all ur haue, if we pray 


6 unts 
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« anto Him? They affect to look down with 
Contempt on thoſe, who acknowledge the 
wiſe and good Providence of God, and truſt 
their Happineſs in His Hands: little ſuſ- 
pecting that they, who love and honour God, 
and humbly pray to Him, have by much the 
faireſt Proſpe& of Happineſs in the preſent 
World: beſides the important Conſideration, 
that 7hey, {and they only) are ſure to find 
Support and Comfort in the Time , n 
on, and at the Hour of Death. : 


To thoſe, whoſe Hearts are fixed on 
worldly Gain, or Pride, or ſenſual Jadal- 
gence, it may be in vain to repreſent 'the 
happy State of Mind, which habitual Devo- 
tion produces. In like Manner as the mean 
and ſelfiſh neither know nor can concæivr 
the heartfelt Joy, which the humane and 
generous experience, ſo to thoſe, who are 
void of a religious Temper, thedelightſul Af- 
feQion of Gratitude toward God appears as 
ea Word without a Meaning.” Neverthe- 
leſs the open-hearted, kind, and liberal, (that 


TEE 

is) they, who are 6 deſirous of promoting 2 
their Neighbours' Happineſs, feel an En- 
hrgement, and 'a Capacity of Pleaſure, 
which they would not exchange for all the 


Treaſures of the Earth. And the Man of 


true Devotion finds increaſing Peace, Con- 
tent, and Joy, in believing; and an Elevation 
of Heart and Spirit, which becomes the 
happieſt Security againſt the various Temp- 
tations of the World, and prepares him for the 


pure and perfect Joys of the heavenly State. 


How trifling and contemptible are all the 
Diſtinctions of worldly Honour, compared 
with this one Privilege, which the pooreſt 
Man on Earth enjoys, who is ſincere and 


faithful in God's Service To enjoy the 


Intimacy and Friendſhip of a powerful Mon- 


arch; to be admitted to his Preſence at all 
Times; to have the Liberty of preſenting 
our Petitions, and be aſſured of Succeſs; is 


7 deſervedly eſteemed a great Honour. But 


how much greater is it to poſſeſs the Friend- 


7 25 of the King of Kings, the abſolute Gov- 


_ ermr 
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error wid Diſpoſer of all Things to have 
Acceſs to Him at all Times not only to 
be allowed to aſk for Help and Comfort in 
Diſt-eſs, but to be aſſured of receiving the 
beſt Relief, namely, Strength to uphold our 
Patience, and in due Time a happy Releaſe 
from every. Pain and Sorrow; together with 
a plenteous Recompence for our meek and 
patient Waiting: a Recompence not propor- 
tioned to our ſmall Deſervings, but to the 
Greatneſs and Goodneſs of 8 1 Mater, 
whom we 1 ſerved. 


If thoſe Benefits and Bleſſings only, which 
are of a temporal Nature, depended on a 
proper Exerciſe of the Duty of Prayer, ſure- 
ly it ought to be accounted a very valuable 
Privilege, to be permitted to apply for Health, 

and Strength, and Comfort, and Refreſh- 
ment, to Hin, whoſe Power as far exceedeth 
the utmoſt- Extent of all human Help, as 
His Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs excel the 
ſcanty: Benevolence of the Sons of Men. 

But, when we conſider that ſpiritual Bleſſ- 


| ings 


= 
ings alſo are promiſed to the ſincere and 
humble | Petitioner ;—that the Almighty 


hath promiſed 2 give His holy Spirit to them, 


who aſt᷑ it, (that they may be enabled both 
to know and do His holy Will) this adds 
ſuch Importance to the Duty of Prayer, as 
plainly ſhows that we are our own worſt 
Enemies, if we are ſo fooliſh and OR ; 
tuous as to > neglect it. 


70 conclude. a— The; diligent Uſe of 
Prayer naturally forms our Minds to a right 
Apprehenſion both of God and ourſelves. 

It ſets before us the admirable Perfections of 
the Deity; and at the ſame Time ſhews us 
our happy Intereſt therein. It reminds us 


of His unſpeakable Greatneſs and Goodneſs; 


His Compaſſion, and tender Mercy. It a- 
wakens us to a Senſe of our own Imperfecti- 
ons, and of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


God's providential Government. In ſhort 


it teaches us to ſet the Lord akoays before us; 


it helps us to raiſe our Affections above the 


a. and + is * inftrumental i in deter- 


mining 


(1 
wining us to exert ourſelves in earneſt En- 5 
deavours to improve the Diſpoſition of our 
Hearts, and conform our Thoughts and * 7 
tions more and more to the bleſſed Will of 
God. lf we live in the wilful Neglect of 
this e (though we know that God 
_ Hunfelfhath commanded us to pray to Him) 
if, whilſt, we cannot but be ſenſible that 
we ſtand continually in Need of His Protec 
tion and Support, we: {till reſolve to live as 
without God in the World; ſach Preſumption 
muſt certainly expoſe us to the Danger of 
being forſaken by our heavenly Father, and 
given up to a reprobate Mind and a harden- 
ed Heart. On the contrary, if we are 
ſteady. and conſtant in the due Performance 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving to our maſt 
gracious Benefactor, — to Him, 2 daily 
poureth His Benefits upon us, we ſhall find 
Jancere Devotion to be the moſt effectual 
Support of our Virtue in all Trials, and the 
moſt refreſhing, Reſt and Comfort of our 
Souls in the toilſome Journey of Life. It 
will calmthe Paſſions, regulate the Thoughts, 


N 
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and preſerve the Heart and Affections from 


the chief Diſturbances of human Life. It 
will ſupply us with both Strength and Cou- 
rage in the worſt of Dangers. It will af- 
ford us Safety in Proſperity, and Patience 
in Adverſity. It is a Sanctuary ever open 
to the unhappy. It is as 4 Place to flee un- 


tax | a Refuge from the Storm and Tempeſt. 


Tho' all other Friends forſake us, ſtill God 


is near us. He is the ever preſent Help in 


Trouble. Of His Friendſhip and Favour 
no Enemy can deprive us. No Power can 
intercept His gracious Communications. In 
His holy Comfort we may rejoice and fear 
not. Wherefore let us ſay (with the de- 
vout Pfalmiſt) May the Words of my Mouth 


and the Meditations of my Heart be always 


acceptable in thy e 2 Lord w7 155 tren e 


| and mM * Redeemer. 
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| | ' DtuTERONOMY v. 7 Pe cons : 
Fm the Sabbath Day, to anch ify it, as the 
Tord 14 God hath commanded. 


T. tata Deſign ” the holy Sab- 

bath was, to preſerve the Knowledge 
of theone true God, the Creator of the World. 
And there can be no Doubt of its being fur- 
ther intended by the good Providence of God 
as an Opportunity and an Admonition to 
Mankind to employ themſelves in ſuch de- 
vout Exerciſes and Contemplations, as might 
incline them to ſerve Him truly, and obey 
all His Commandments. The public 
Worſhip of the Almighty is a Duty moſt 
proper and ſeaſonable on this Day. And it 
ought to be conſidered not only as a natural 
Homage to the great and good F ather of 
Mankind, but alſo the princi ipal Means of 
promoting à general Senſe of Religion. It 


6 

is the Means of preſerving ſome Remem- 
brance of God even in the Minds of thoſe, 
who have no Dispoſition themſelves to Fal- 
fow the Lord's Sabbath ;—who are ſo far 
from devoutly acknowledging the univerſal 
Parent, from whom they receive Life and 
Health and all Things, that they ſeem de- 
firous of baniſhing Him intirely from their 


TE 


* 1 N our 8 8 . 
een which came to paſs on the /ir// 
Day of the Week, it appears that the firſt | 
Day was by the Authority of the Apoſtles 
ſubſtituted in the Place of the ſeventh. And 
from that Time to this it hath been con- 
ſtantly ſet apart for the public Worſhip of 
God by the whole Chriſtian Church. 
Whatever Difference of Opinion there may 
have been in other Reſpects, in chis all Par- 
ties Sects and Denominations of Chriſtians 
have invariably agreed. By which Means 
it comes to on that ſeveral * of Peo- 
ple, 


* + Biſhop Porteus ED 


(#) 
| ple} in va nls Regions of the Earth, are 


at one and the ſame Time engaged i in pro- 
ſtrating tlemnſelves before the Throne of 


Grace, and offering up their Sacrifice of 
| Prayer Thankſgiving and Praiſe to the com- 


mon Father of all, 77 whom we live, and 
move, 5 aki our Being. * 


„These! is in oe View of th Lords bey 
ſomething ſo truly magnificent and awful, 
that one would naturally expect it to ſtrike 
the Attention of every Mind, and powerfully 
excite an Inclination to join in the grand 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians, and to take Part in 
ot Solemnity' thus expreſſive of the Honour 
due to the heavenly King. That they, 
who avow an open Coty of all Reli- 
gion, and profeſs to live as without God in 
the World, without any Belief of ſuch a Be- 
ing, or at leaſt without any Regard to His 
ntiaÞ” Government; — chat theſs 


pfovi 2 
ſhould: think it a very unneoeſfary Waſte E 
Time to attend the babes e of the 


"CF 


* Biſhop Porteus. 
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Church, can be no Wonder. But that any, 
who profeſs to belieye in a God of infinite 
Wiſdom and almighty Power, who extend- 
eth His providential Care to all the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth, who hath commanded 
us to pray to Him both in public and pri- 
vate, and who hath declared that them, who 
honour Him, He will honour ;—that ſuch 
Perſons ſhould either totally diſregard the 
Sabbath, or but rarely attend the public 
_ Worſhip of God on His holy Day, is ſuch 
an Inconſiſtency of Conduct, as cannot be 


co ſeriouſly reprehended. Sometimes the 


moſt trivial Pretences of Inconvenience or 
Indiſpoſition, (in ſhort) ſuch little Matters, 
as are never ſuffered to interfere with their 
worldly Engagements, are accounted ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify Men in ſetting aſide this im- 
portant Call of Duty, and refuſing # honour 
God in the Sight of each other. When- 
eyer this Indifference is ſeen to prevail a- 
mongſt Perſons, whoſe ſuperiour Advantages 
of Education ought to have enlarged their 
Ones, and furniſhed them with the beſt 


Principles 


(>. 
Principles to direct their Conduct, very un- 


happy Effects will follow. For their Ex- 


ample is conſpicuous, and has a very exten- 
five Influence on public Manners.“ And, 


wherever the Neglect of the Sabbath be- 


comes prevalent, there will ſoon be an in- 
creaſing Corruption both of TORN ang | 


Practice. 


As to thoſe, who make worldly Buſineſs 
their Excuſe, and plead the Want of Time 
to attend upon God in the Houſe of: Prayer, 


I would aſk them, whether it is not to the 


favourable Kindneſs of the Almighty: that 


they owe their Life, their Health, and all 


their Faculties, together with every Oppor- 
tunity of providing for themſelves or their 
Families. And ſhall they, whoſe Continu- 
ance in Life depends intirely on His Plea 
ſure, preſume to ſay they will not honour 
God with the dutiful Tribute of a ſmall 
Proportion of their Time?” Af Gratitude 
has _ its Hold _ _— and the Bore 
* Biſhop Porteus. 


* 
———— — — ——ů—— — ae — — E — <} 


* 
— — - TI. 1 4 
1 = 93ꝗ3ꝙ—:2ů ———ꝛů — DT nor 


n 


„ 

of God's Laws, which are l juſt ond good, 
lies buried in the Selfiſhneſs of à proud or 
worldly Heart, natural Fear might well in- 
duce them to humble thermſelves before that 
uuiful: Sovereign, on whom they are depend- 
ent for every Bleſſing they can enjoy, and 
without whoſe kind Support it is impoſſible 
their Lives ſhould be prolonged a. fingle 
Moment. 
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566 Let PI Ga flatter himſelf with the Ima- 
gination, that, becauſe his oꝰn¹ Improvement 
{as he: ſuppoſes) is not much: concerned in 
the public Inſtitutions of Religion, he may 
therefore be at Liberty to with-hold his 
Attendance, and to forbear joining in the 
Oongregation of God's People. For it is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of every one, as a Chriſ- 
| tian Member of Society, to promote, both 
| * by his example, and by whatever Influence 
de may have, “4 regular and ſteady Ob- 
jj. *fervance of thoſe Inſtitutions, on Account 
of their great Importance ta the Virtue and 
8 $ Mankind, and the fatal Con- 
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Tequences, that muſt inevitably flow from a : 


EG Daene of them. 


Many Penne are ſo tanks immerſed in 


Buſineſs or Pleaſure, that they ſeldom turn 
their Thoughts to God; ſeldom recolle& 


either their Obligations to Him, or their 


Dependence on His Favour, except when 


they are led to it by the ſtated Returns of 
public Worſhip. Some are ſo unhappily 
hardened, as to refuſe ever joining with their 
"Fellow Chriſtians to honour God in the /o- 


lemn Aſſembly. But a much greater Num- 
ber are ſwayed by the Power of Cuſtom; 


and yield to the Rules of Decency; though 
little influenced by any Senſe of Duty. Now 
amongſt theſe there are probably none, who 
do not receive a temporary Impreſſion of 


Reli ion: which though it works not its 


due Effect, though it may be ſoon overpow- 
_ ered by the Cares or Pleaſures of the World, 
ſtill it contributes to prevent the Mind being 
ſwallowed up in a total Degeneracy. And 
lan will be happily ſurpriſed into a ſtrong 
g B 3 | and 
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4 laſting Senſe of Hal: : their H carts 
being either moved to ſympathize with the 
Devotion of their Chriſtian Brethren thus 
gathered together in Honour of their Cre- 
ator, or elſe penetrated by the ſearching 
Power of God's Word. By theſe Means 

they, who come to Church only at the Call 
of general Cuſtom, or even by Conſtraint, 
may depart with the moſt uſeful Impreſſion 
upon their Minds: being awakened from 
their Lethargy, and induced to liſten to the 
Warning Voice, which bids them return to 


* right Way and walk enen. 


Many Advantages of the _ important 
Nature will be found to ariſe from a regular 
Attendance on public Worſhip. At the 
fame Time that it impreſſes upon our Minds 
a ſtrong and clear Apprehenſion of the Obe- 
5 dience due to God, it greatly contributes to 
- | awaken in our Hearts a ſincere Love of our 
_ Neighbour, and a lively Feeling of all the 
ſocial Duties; and to unite Men in the mu- 
tual Exerciſe of F dene and Charity. 

When 


„ 
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When we meet together in Order to ac- 


knowledge and adore the great Creator, the 
Author and Giver of all Good, to offer up 
our united Supplications for His Help and 


Favour, and our united Thankſgiving for 


His Goodneſs and Mercy towards us; to 
pray earneſtly for the Bleſſing of God upon 
each other and upon all Mankind; to expreſs 


our Truſt in Him as our common Friend 


and Protector, and our Hope of living to- 
gether hereafter in the everlaſting Kingdom 
of our heavenly Father; we naturally appear 


to each other in ſuch a Light, as tends to 


excite and cheriſh every humane nnd tender 
Affection. Whilſt we are thus aſſembled 
together in Honour of God, and our Minds 
engaged in the Contemplation of a future 
State, every uncharitable Diſpoſition ſtands 
corrected; every arring Paſſion is compoſed; 
mutual Competitions of Intereſt diſappear; 
and the invidious Diſtinctions of this World 
are for a Time forgotten. We ſtand toge- 
ther on a perfect Level, as Fellow-ſervants 
m7 one * Maſter : all having the ſame 


B 4 important 


* 
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important Object of Defire-and Hope; the 
fame Obligations to acknowledge, the ſame 
Protection Help and Mercy to implore. 
The viewing of each other in this affecting 
Light muſt certainly contribute to ſoften 
and improve the Heart; and will be greatly 
inſtrumental in exciting us to Laue and to 
9 Mors. 


The public Worſhip of God, 8 per- 
formed with true Devotion, leaves ſuch an 
Impreſſion upon our Minds of the vaſt Im- 
portance of the Life to come, of our indiſ- 
penſable Obligation to ſerve and obey God, 
of our abſolute Dependenne on His Provi- 
dence for Protection Help and Comfort, 
and of His unſpeakable Goodneſs to thoſe, 
Who love Him, and keep His Commandmente, 

as becomes a Guard and Support to our Vir- 
tue in the Courſe of the Week. It will 
contribute to our Proficiency in the happy 
Art of being contented: with. our Condition in 
Life, \2ohatever it may be. And there are 
few Temptations, that can approach to 

| : hurt 


- 


© UF. 3 
hurt us, ſo long as we poſſeſs @ contented 

Inſtead of murmuring and repining, e 
ought to be truly thankful that we are thus 
required at ſtated Periods to unbend our 
Minds from the fatiguing Cares of Life, and 
remit our own Exertions, in acknowledg- 
ment of His providential Care, without 


whoſe Being our utmoſt Induſtry” cannot 


_ avail us. For too cloſe an Application to 
Labour, either of Mind or Body, is not only 
painful, but very hurtful to the Conſtitution. 
Add to this the Comfort and Satisfaction of 
being aſſured, that, when our honeſt Induſtry 
is not crowned with the Sueceſs we hoped 
for, we ſtill have a powerful Friend, who 
will in due Time ſupply all our Wants, and 
amply recompence every Suffering: provid- 
ed that we poſſeſs our Souls in Patience. 
Moreover a benevolent Heart will rejoice in 
| the, merciful Plan of this Day: whereby a 
comfortable Relaxation is provided for the 
ee and alſo an Opportunity of 
being 
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( 26 ) 
being inſtructed in the Knowledge of that 


_ God, whoſe Friendſhip is infinitely more 


valuable thanall the Treaſures of the World. 


and who hath Himſelf declared that He re- 


gardeth not the rich more than the poor. 


| 1 If the public Worſhip of God be indeed a 


Duty of ſo extenſive Uſefulneſs and Import- 


ance, as hath been deſcribed, no Man can live 


in the N eglect of it, nor be in any Way inſtru- 


mental to other Perſons neglecting it, with- 


out the Guilt of very great Immorality. 
We are warned in the holy Scripture not to 


be Partalers of other Men's Sins: that is, 
not to countenance and encourage others in 
the Tranſgreflion of God's Laws. 
are guilty of doing this, it may hereafter be- 
come one of the heavieſt Burdens upon our 


| Conſcience. 


It we 


On the other Hand, if our 
fincere Love of God and of our Neighbour 


makes us ready ts embrace every Opportu- 
nity of paying to Gad the Honour due, and 
Zzealous to promote, as far as our Influence 
Loa a chearful Submiſſian to His holy 


Will. 


( 27 ) 

Will, and a juſt Reverence of all his Laws, 
ve are encouraged to expect Bleſſings and 
Rewards of the moſt valuable Kind: not 
proportioned to our ſmall Deſerving, but to 
the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of that Maſter, 
whom we ſerve. Thus faith the Prophet 
Daniel, They, that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they, wha 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
Fe. 


God is a Spirit (faith our Saviour) and 
they, that worſhip Him, muſt worſhip Him in 
 Sprrit and in Truth that is, with the de- 

* yout Affection of the Heart.” Our Pray 
_ ers, and Praiſes muſt proceed from a Heart 
truly diſpoſed: to ſerve and obey the God, 
whom we profeſs to worſhip and honour. 
If there be not this Correſpondence between 
the Heart and Lips, when we come to the 
Houſe of God:—if we are fully bent on re- 
taining our favourite Vices, and are only 
willing 7 /acrifice to the Almighty that, 
which coſts us nothing; what can ſuch Wor- 


{C 8 ) 
Ai be nocounted, but preſumptuous Mock 
i i at leaf, 11 not oh ae Hire 3 


1 


All e Ae 8 of W abi are: Ne 
to be expreſſive of inwarcl Piety, at the ſame 
Time that they are deſi gned to be inſtru- 
mental to our further Edification. There 
fore, unleſs we are ſincerely deſirous of 
improving in our Obedience to God, at the 
beſt we only deceive ourſelves. But, if 
we are reſolutely determined againſt growing 
better,” our pretended Worſhip muſt be not 
only unacceptable, but highly diſpleaſing to 
our heavenly Father. 77 50% turneth his Ear 

E from Bearing the Low, (faith Solomon) 
even vis 189800 ſhall be Abommati ion. 


To ebdeludeu-16 there 15 any wah ” 
"autos in what hath been ſaid, let me 
_entreatyou to conſider, how much it is your 
bounden Duty, as Men and Chriſtians, to 

be ſteady and conſtant in attending the 
Hoſe Prayer. Are you unwilling to 
be reminded of the gracious Providence of 


4 

Gods who is continually-watching over ui 
for vir Good, and guiding us in the ſure 
Roi too Happineſs, ſo long as we are 
humble enough to ſubnut to the Regulati- 
ons af Hi Mum? m afraid it is the 
unhappy (Caſe! of ſome amongſt: you, that 

you are engitged in ſuch a Courſe of Life, as 
the Word of God condemns; —habituated 
to ſome favourite Vice; or attached to ſome. 
worldty- Purſuit in ſuch a Manner, as you 
know to: be inconſiſtent with the Principles 
of Cliriſtianity.. Therefore you avoid that 
Place, where your Duty would be held up 
to your View, and your Tranſgreſſions 
brought home to your Conſciences. 
Thus with deſperate Folly and Ingratitude 
you allow your Sins 70 /eparate you from your 
G. In ſome Perſons the Neglect of the 
holy Sabbath appears to ariſe more from a 
Habit of Thoughtleſſneſs, and the Example 
of their Neighbours, than from any other 
Cauſe. Theſe ought. to be admoniſhed, 
. Carcleſſneſs and Inattention to God's 


Laws 


{$9 ] 

Laws will not ſtand excuſed at the Day of 
Judgment; nor will the Plea of general Cuſ- 
tom be admitted as an Extenuatiou either of 
this or any other Tranſgreſſion. The more 
general is the Neglect of any Duty, the 
greater 1s our Obligation to thow a laudable 
Example, and contribute our Part towards 
encouraging and promoting the Obſervance 
of it. In ſhort be only ſo fair to your- 
ſelves as to view the Matter in its true Light. 
And then, inſtead of conſidering the Sab- 
bath as a painful Burden, or an unwelcome 
Encroachment upon your Time, you will 
account it a heavenly Bleſſing, fraught with 
Comfort Peace and Joy, and worthy of 
Him; from whom. cometh every good and 
perfect Gift. You will bleſs God, who hath 
appointed ſuch a Day of holy Reſt,— 
a Day of Relief from the toilſome Hurries 
and fatiguing Cares of Life,—a Day or- 
dained for the very Purpoſe of raiſing our 
Thoughts and Aﬀections towards that bet- 
ter World, for which we were created, and 
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to which the preſent Life is defigned only 
as a Paſlage. And with grateful Hearts "7 
you will be ready to ſay to each other, This 
is the Day, which the Lord hath made: wwe 
will rejoice and be glad therein. 8 5 
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